Incoming Eighth Grade
Summer Reading List
2019
Contemporary Fiction:
All-American Boys, by Jason Reynolds and Brendon Kiely
ISBN-13: 978-1481463331

In an unforgettable novel from award-winning authors Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely, two teens—
one black, one white—grapple with the repercussions of a single violent act that leaves their school,
their community, and, ultimately, the country bitterly divided by racial tension.
A bag of chips. That’s all sixteen-year-old Rashad is looking for at the corner bodega. What he finds
instead is a fist-happy cop, Paul Galluzzo, who mistakes Rashad for a shoplifter, mistakes Rashad’s
pleadings that he’s stolen nothing for belligerence, mistakes Rashad’s resistance to leave the bodega as
resisting arrest, mistakes Rashad’s every flinch at every punch the cop throws as further resistance and
refusal to STAY STILL as ordered. But how can you stay still when someone is pounding your face into
the concrete pavement?

The Impossible Knife of Memory, Laurie Halse Anderson
ISBN-13: 978-0670012091

For the past five years, Hayley Kincaid and her father, Andy, have been on the road, never staying long in
one place as he struggles to escape the demons that have tortured him since his return from Iraq. Now
they are back in the town where he grew up so Hayley can attend school. Perhaps, for the first time,
Hayley can have a normal life, put aside her own painful memories, even have a relationship with Finn,
the hot guy who obviously likes her but is hiding secrets of his own. Will being back home help Andy’s
PTSD, or will his terrible memories drag him to the edge of hell, and drugs push him over?

The Unlikely Hero of Room 13B, Teresa Toten
ISBN-13: 978-0553507867

Filled with moments of deep emotion and unexpected humor, this understated and wise novel explores
the complexities of living with OCD and offers the prospect of hope, happiness and healing. The instant
Adam Spencer Ross meets Robyn Plummer in his Young Adult OCD Support Group, he is hopelessly,
desperately drawn to her. Robyn has a hypnotic voice, blue eyes the shade of an angry sky, and ravishing
beauty that makes Adam’s insides ache. She’s also just been released from a residential psychiatric
program—the kind for the worst, most difficult-to-cure cases; the kind that Adam and his fellow support
group members will do anything to avoid joining. Adam immediately knows that he has to save
Robyn, must save Robyn, or die trying. But is it really Robyn who needs rescuing? And is it possible to
have a normal relationship when your life is anything but?

Psychological Thriller:
We Were Liars, E. Lockhart
ISBN-13: 978-0385741262

A beautiful and distinguished family.
A private island.
A brilliant, damaged girl; a passionate, political boy.
A group of four friends—the Liars—whose friendship turns destructive.
A revolution. An accident. A secret.
Lies upon lies.
True love.
The truth.
We Were Liars is a modern, sophisticated suspense novel.
Read it.
And if anyone asks you how it ends, just LIE.

Historical Fiction:
Grenade, Alan Gratz
ISBN-13:

It's 1945, and the world is in the grip of war.
Hideki lives on the island of Okinawa, near Japan. When WWII crashes onto his shores, Hideki is drafted into
the Blood and Iron Student Corps to fight for the Japanese army. He is handed a grenade and a set of
instructions: Don't come back until you've killed an American soldier. Ray, a young American Marine, has just
landed on Okinawa. He doesn't know what to expect -- or if he'll make it out alive. He just knows that the
enemy is everywhere. Hideki and Ray each fight their way across the island, surviving heart-pounding
ambushes and dangerous traps. But when the two of them collide in the middle of the battle, the choices
they make in that instant will change everything. From the acclaimed author of Refugee comes this highoctane story of how fear can tear us apart, and how hope can tie us back together.

The Girl in the Blue Coat, Monica Hesse
ISBN-13: 978-0316260633

Amsterdam, 1943. Hanneke spends her days procuring and delivering sought-after black market goods
to paying customers, her nights hiding the true nature of her work from her concerned parents, and
every waking moment mourning her boyfriend, who was killed on the Dutch front lines when the
Germans invaded. She likes to think of her illegal work as a small act of rebellion. Hanneke initially wants
nothing to do with such dangerous work, but is ultimately drawn into a web of mysteries and stunning

revelations that lead her into the heart of the resistance, open her eyes to the horrors of the Nazi war
machine, and compel her to take desperate action.

Science Fiction/Realistic Fiction
Noggin, John Corey Whaley
ISBN-13: 978-1442458734

Travis Coates has a good head…on someone else’s shoulders.
Listen—Travis Coates was alive once and then he wasn’t.
Now he’s alive again.
Simple as that.
The in between part is still a little fuzzy, but Travis can tell you that, at some point or another, his head
got chopped off and shoved into a freezer in Denver, Colorado. Five years later, it was reattached to
some other guy’s body, and well, here he is. Despite all logic, he’s still sixteen, but everything and
everyone around him has changed. That includes his bedroom, his parents, his best friend, and his
girlfriend. Or maybe she’s not his girlfriend anymore? That’s a bit fuzzy too. Looks like if the new Travis
and the old Travis are ever going to find a way to exist together, there are going to be a few more scars.
Oh well, you only live twice.

Dystopian
Scythe, Neal Shusterman
ISBN-13: 9781442472426

A world with no hunger, no disease, no war, no misery. Humanity has conquered all those things, and
has even conquered death. Now scythes are the only ones who can end life—and they are commanded
to do so, in order to keep the size of the population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen to
apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. These teens must master the “art” of taking life,
knowing that the consequence of failure could mean losing their own.

